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CLASSIFICATION OF HIGHWAYS 

For the purposes of this policy, every highway or part of a highway under the jurisdiction of a 

municipality in Ontario is classified in Table 1 as a Class 1, Class 2, Class 3, Class 4, Class 5 or Class 

6 highway, based on the applicable speed limit and the average annual daily traffic count. 

The average daily traffic on a highway or part of a highway under municipal jurisdiction shall be 

determined: 

(a) by counting and averaging the daily two-way traffic on the highway or part of the highway;

or

(b) by estimating the average daily two-way traffic on the highway or part of the

highway. 0. Reg. 239/02, s. 1 (3); 0. Reg. 23/10, s. 1 (2); 0. Reg. 366/18, s. 1 (3}.

TABLE 

CLASSIFICATION OF HIGHWAYS- 0. REG. 366/18 Sl(S) 

Column 1 Column 2 Column 3 Column 4 Column 5 Column 6 Column 7 Column 8 

Average Daily 91- 100 81-90 71-80 61- 70 51-60 41-50 1 ·40 km/h 

Traffic (number of km/h km/h km/h speed km/h speed km/h speed km/h speed speed limit 

motor vehicles) speed limit speed limit limit limit limit limit

53,000 or more 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

23,000 · 52,999 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 

15,000 · 22,999 1 1 2 2 2 3 3 

12,000 - 14,999 1 1 2 2 2 3 3 

10,000 · 11,999 1 1 2 2 3 3 3 

8,000 - 9,999 1 1 2 3 3 3 3 

6,000 -7,999 1 
.. 

2 2 3 3 4 4 

5,000 • 5,999 1 2 2 3 3 4 4 

4,000 • 4,999 1 2 3 3 3 4 4 

3,000 - 3,999 1 2 3 3 3 4 4 

2,000 - 2,999 1 2 3 3 4 5 5 

1,000 • 1,999 1 3 3 3 4 5 5 

500-999 1 3 4 4 4 s 5 

200 • 499 1 3 4 4 5 s 6 

50 -199 1 3 4 s 5 6 6 

0-49 1 3 6 6 6 6 6 
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For "dead end" roads, in lieu of a manual 4 hour traffic count, a simple count of the number of 
permanent year round residences on the road multiplied by 6, for rural areas, will estimate the 
number of trips each house generates and is an accepted traffic engineering method for rural 
areas and those with lower volume as most of our roads are. This is the method that the 
municipality will use to determine ADT for its roads. 

MINIMUM STANDARDS 
NOTE: All minimum standards listed below for Class 6 Highways does not apply to roads, or 
portions of roads, determined to be "Minimal Maintenance Only'' roads. 

ROUTINE PATROLLING 

The minimum standard for the frequency of routine patrolling of highways is set out in Table 2. 

Routine patrolling shall be carried out by driving on the highway to check for conditions described 
in this policy. Routine patrolling is not required between sunset and sunrise. 

The "Routine Patrol Record" attached to this Level of Service document as Appendix "B" will be 
used for routine patrols. 

Patrols will take place more frequently during the winter highway maintenance period from 
November 15 to and including April 1. The "Winter Patrol Form" attached as Appendix "C" will be 
utilized for winter patrols. 

TABLE Z 
ROUTINE PATROLLING FREQUENCY 

Class of Highway Routine Patrolling Frequency Winter Road Patrols 

6 Once every 30 days At least twice each week from November 15 

to and including April 1 

WINTER MAINTENANCE 

The Public Works Department will be responsible for winter road patrols. Our municipality has 
contracted out our winter road maintenance activities. Our Public Works employees and our 
Contractor have the equipment, schedules, manpower and procedures in place to commence 
winter control operation on the 15th day of November to and including April 1 of each year. 
Winter control equipment and manpower will be available on a continuous basis, 7 days a week 
24 hours a day to respond to any winter event during this period. 
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TABLE 10 

FLOODING 

Class of Highway Acceptable Depth 
Depth at which 

action is required 

6 10cm 20cm 
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Maximum Frequency 

Once in 1 month 

Where the maximum frequency per month is exceeded and where flooding occurs more 
frequently than once every two years, remedial action is required. 

DUST 

Where dust caused by traffic on a loose top road surface impacts on reasonable vehicle safety, 
relative to the ambient condition of the road, that condition should not occur for more than 2 
months of the year. This policy does not apply where the condition occurs over a distance of less 
than 100m. This standard does not apply to shoulders but to the travelled portion of the road. 

Dust suppression will be applied in accordance with the guidelines of the Ontario Ministry of 

Environment and Ministry of Transportation. Dust abatement to address other criteria such as 
field crops, and air quality are not addressed in this policy. 

CLEARANCES 

Vertical and horizontal clearances recognize setback of obstacles that may cause damage when 
struck, or may impair visibility related to safety of motorists travelling along our highways. {e.g. 
Rock outcroppings, earth, guy cables, utility posts, abutments, structures, hydrants, trees, brush). 
Such obstacles may be localized or general in nature. Non-woody vegetation may encroach on 
the clearance zone. Safety devices, regulatory signs and entrances are not considered 
encroachments. 

Each substandard condition should be posted or guided with an appropriate warning or device 
(e.g. hazard marker, warning sign, guide rail, attenuation device). Maximum grass/brush 
encroachment is .Sm. Maximum lag time for removing the substandard condition is: 

• Temporary object - 2 years;
• Structures - on reconstruction;
• Utilities - on replacement.

Desirable vertical clearance for all municipal roads is 4.5 m. 






